
www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

+ For more information, see “background on the crisis” at the end of the report 

 

Iraq CRISIS 
Situation Report No. 30 (31 January – 6 February 2015) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 31 January – 6 February. Due to 
the rapidly changing situation it is possible that the numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next report will 
be issued on or around 15 February. 
 

Highlights 
 

 Arbat IDP camp population tops 16,000 individuals; 

concern over overcrowding rises 

 More than 131,000 IDP families receive kerosene 

assistance   

 New Alyawa Camp in Diyala to close in February  

 Situation in Kirkuk still tense. Aid agencies operate 

with caution 

 NGOs to carry out assessments in newly retaken 

areas of Ninewa Governorate  

 More fire awareness needed in camps, after injuries 

and deaths reported  

 
 

Situation Overview 
Aid agencies have expressed concern over the rising number of IDPs at the Arbat IDP camp in Sulaymaniyah. 
With a planned capacity of just 1,000 families, the camp currently houses almost 2,800 IDP families (16,500 
persons). In some instances, several families have been sharing a single tent. The camp is spread out over 
roughly 250,000 square metres and is located half an hour from Sulaymaniyah City. WASH, shelter, education, 
and access to healthcare are all major concerns. Most IDPs in the camp arrived with very few belongings. They 
remain in need of humanitarian assistance including cash assistance, food, water, clothing and kerosene.  
 
Health partners have set up one tent (mobile clinic) at the camp with attending doctors receiving 40 cases a day. 
Another tent with two doctors, two nurses and a pharmacist will soon be established. Upper respiratory tract 
infections have been identified amongst many of the families and an international doctor will be stationed at the 
camp to attend to a large number of pregnant women. 

Map Source(s): IOM DTM 15 January 2015, Clusters, CODs. The 
boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Map 
created on 7 February 2015 
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Shelter partners have provided tents to hundreds of new arrivals, but hundreds more are still needed on a piece 
of land offered by the government in front of the camp to accommodate the overflow. The land allocated for 
expansion of Arbat Camp, however, has since been declared unsuitable, because of high-tension wires passing 
through the area. A maximum of 170-200 tents can be pitched safely which is less than 10 per cent of the actual 
need.  
 
The situation in Kirkuk remains tense following a two-day brazen attack on the oil-rich city by ISIL on 29/30 
January, with a small number of aid agencies and NGOs now operating with caution. Fighting continues in the 
Kirkuk area, including around the Khabaz oilfield. Security operations continue on the outskirts of the city, 
particularly in the south and southwest with air support from coalition forces. There is widespread concern of 
another offensive by ISIL in retaliation for their losses. 
 
Protection monitors are working to verify unconfirmed reports of IDP harassment in different Kirkuk 
neighborhoods. Preliminary reports attribute this to an increasing negative perception of local communities toward 
the mainly Sunni Arab IDP population. 
 
On 4 February, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child said 
that ISIL militants were selling abducted Iraqi children as sex 
slaves, and killing other youth, including by crucifixion or burying 
them alive. The militant group is reportedly using Iraqi boys under 
the age of 18 as suicide bombers, bomb makers, informants or 
human shields to protect facilities against air strikes. Children 
from the Yazidi sect or Christian communities, but also Shi'ites 
and Sunnis, have been victims, the UN body reported.  
 

The Protection Cluster in Dahuk reports that fires in camps are 
increasing. In Bersive I Camp, two children reportedly died 
recently and six were injured as a result of fire. Fires were also 
reported in Shariya and Garmawa IDP camps but with no 
casualties. Protection partners have increased fire awareness 
campaigns in the camps. A local NGO will distribute fire 
extinguishers in Bersive I and train the section leaders. The 
German Red Cross has distributed 1,500 fire extinguishers in Khanke and Kabarto 1 and 2 camps.  
 
Following reports of a deteriorating humanitarian situation in areas recently recaptured by Peshmerga forces in 
Ninewa Governorate, many NGOs have started to carry out assessments for possible interventions. OCHA is 
supporting agencies by negotiating and advocating for easy access to the recovered areas through authorities 
from Ninewa.  
 

 

Humanitarian Response 

 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Food supply is a priority need for the following:  

o Over 63,000 IDP families in Falluja, Heet, and Rutba districts (Anbar Governorate); 

o 9,000 IDP families in Tooz and Samarra districts (Salah al-Din Governorate); 

o Over 30,000 IDP families in Khanaqin and Ba’quba districts (Diyala Governorate);  

o 40,000 IDP families in Resafa, Karkh, Latifiya districts, and Baghdad City. 

 The situation in Najaf, Kerbala and Babylon governorates is reaching "critical levels" following an influx of 

people who fled violence elsewhere in the country. 

 Some 120,000 poor farmers in host communities need agricultural inputs for the winter planting season.  

 
Response: 

 Partners have assisted approximately 12,240 people in Kirkuk, Diyala, Sulaymaniyah, Salah al-Din and 
Muthanna governorates with Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) food distributions in January. 

2,745 IDP families are now living in Arbat 
Photo: OCHA/ Chandra Jung Rana 
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 WFP provides a one-month Family Food Parcel (FFP) for families who are temporarily settled and have 
access to cooking facilities. Since 1 January, partners have assisted over 885,900 people with FFPs across 
the country in 16 governorates.  

 In January, 271,000 displaced people received food vouchers in Erbil Governorate, Dahuk Governorate 
(Zakho and Dahuk cities), and three districts in Sulaymaniyah Governorate. Vouchers are only distributed in 
locations where markets are considered reliable and will not be adversely affected by the programme. 

 A detailed assessment on food security, agriculture and livelihoods is ongoing in Baghdad, Diyala and Kirkuk 
to better determine priority needs. The final report for Anbar, Diyala, Baghdad and Kirkuk will be out in mid-
February. 

 5,000 vulnerable farming households (30,000 individuals) were provided with seeds for backyard agricultural 
farming in Erbil, Dahuk, Salah al-Din, Ninewa and Diyala governorates. 

 Veterinary vaccines are being procured for a national campaign to vaccinate herds in Dahuk, Salah al-Din 
and Ninewa. 

 
 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is a funding gap for farmers and pastoralists in critical need due to recent escalation and displacement 
in Anbar, Kirkuk, and Wassit governorates. 

 

Shelter and Non-Food items 

Needs: 

 An estimated 129,500 IDP families need winterisation kits and 51.8 million litres of kerosene to cover their 
winter needs. 

 75,000 IDP families require shelter in camps, while 77,700 IDP families need shelter solutions outside camps. 
 

Response:  

 Almost 17 million litres of kerosene have been provided to over 130,800 IDP families by government and 
cluster partners. 

 As of 2 February, over 212,540 IDPs have been provided with shelter in camps. In total over 384,400 IDPs 
will be able to find shelter in camps that are currently being extended or are still under construction. 

 As of January, more than 85,000 families throughout Iraq have received winterisation relief items from cluster 
partners. In addition, 300 IDP families in Kirkuk Governorate were assisted with winterisation kits. The IDP 
families live in several neighborhoods inside Kirkuk City and mainly are displaced from Salah al-Din, Diyala 
and Anbar governorates.  The distribution of winter kits to vulnerable families is continuing.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Of the USD$753 million requested by the cluster, funding stands at only $195 million (26 per cent).  

 Some partners are reporting delayed approval of tax exemption through Baghdad, which is costing 
approximately $80 per day per container at Basrah Port. With delays running into weeks and months this is 
an untenable additional cost burden for partners. 

 To scale up operations in Kirkuk, partners will require clarity and assurances in terms of security and 
permission to operate as well as adequate support structures. 

 

Protection 

Needs: 

 A large number of sporadic returns were reported in Khanaqin District (Diyala Governorate) after 20 families 
returned to their areas of origin in Muqdadiya District.The sporadic return of IDPs, particularly to areas now 
under the control of the Government, needs to be monitored. This with a view of establishing and planning for 
any expected massive returns while closely monitoring whether the returns are just for go and see visits or 
longer stays. 

 IDPs in Dahuk Governorate originating from areas recently liberated from ISIL report that they will return 
home after security is more stable, IEDs and mines have been removed, and basic utilities are restored.  
Protection concerns may inhibit the returns of persons living in ethnically mixed villages, particularly after 
recent retaliatory attacks have allegedly occurred between Yazidi and Sunni Arab communities in northern 
Ninewa Governorate.  There is no indication of large-scale movements at this time, meaning that support for 
IDPs is likely to be needed for the upcoming months. 
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 Protection monitors in Kirkuk documented a case of detention of an IDP from the Laylan IDP Camp by the 
security agencies and another case of disappearance of another IDP from the same camp after receiving a 
phone call from an unknown individual requesting him to visit MoDM to collect his 1 million Iraqi dinar cash 
grant for IDPs ($840). This is the second such case of an IDP disappearing from the camp, with unconfirmed 
reports that other IDPs in the camp have received similar phone calls. The emergence of arrests and 
disappearance of IDPs remains a serious concern and should be closely followed by protection monitors and 
detention lawyers.                  

 The dispersed, urban settlement of the IDP population continues to create challenges for identification of 
unaccompanied and separated children, survivors of SGBV, and persons with specific needs. There is a need 
to provide specialised services to meet the longer-term psychosocial and mental health needs of survivors of 
SGBV. In Dahuk there are several reports of attempted suicide among women. The highly-qualified 
psychological and psychiatric support needed to respond to these complex needs is in short supply.     

 

Response: 

 The IDP families who were stuck at the Maktab Khalid checkpoint prior to the ISIL attacks on Kirkuk have 
been located. Protection monitors report they had left the checkpoint and moved back to their communities 
before the attack. At least 28 families (around 168 individuals) of this group later made it back to Kirkuk 
through the Baghdad checkpoint after having intended to take refuge in Chamchamal (Sulaymaniyah 
Governorate). They were reportedly not given access to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) so they then 
travelled back to Laylan IDP camp. 

 Over 5,000 replacement ID cards have been issued to IDPs by the Directorate of the Civil Registry opened in 
Sheikhan (near Dahuk). Without these, IDPs cannot access all government services. Queues at the office are 
long, and there is a need to develop mobile teams so that IDPs can access the replacement ID cards more 
easily. 

 A campaign to ensure that IDP children receive birth certificates is underway.     
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The South/Central Protection Cluster meeting revealed that between January and December 2014 close to 
50,000 households assessments were undertaken in 10 governorates. The results demonstrate huge 
protection gaps in areas of medical assistance, shelter and cash assistance.  

 

 

 Education 

Needs: 

 Of the 2.2 million IDPs across Iraq, over 632,800 are school-age children between the ages of 6 and 17 years 
of age; an estimated 109,000 children of these are between 4 to 5 years of age.  

 Over 450,000 children require access to education; the Education Cluster is targeting 250,000 of those 
children. According to recent data from the Ministry of Education, over 160,000 children are enrolled in 
schools across Iraq, over 123,230 in the KR-I, and an additional over 37,650 in south and central Iraq. 

 Despite progress, the estimated enrolment for IDP children is only 26 per cent across Iraq. 
 

Response: 

 Over 98,800 children have access to recreational and other activities through the provision of temporary 
learning spaces, including over 1,300 tented classrooms. 

 Approximately 202,000 host community children have regained access to education through the rehabilitation 
and repair of 425 schools. 

 In Kerbala, over 4,400 students received school bags and ‘school in a cartoon’ kits in Hindyar, Centre and 
Hur districts. Similarly, in Hilla and Hashimya districts of Babylon, educational materials and recreational kits 
were provided for over 1,240 IDP and host community children.  

 Nine IDP teachers, one social worker and one community mobiliser participated in psychosocial training, that 
will enable them to provide on-going support for over 3,040 students in Shaqlawa.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Resources are needed to establish schools and educational spaces for children who are at risk of dropping 
out of formal education, as well as expanding on alternative education.  
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 Health 

Needs: 

 Restoration of health services in newly retaken areas such as Sinjar, Zummar and Rabeea in Ninewa.  

 Access to both primary and secondary healthcare in insecure areas with significant IDP numbers such as 
Anbar, Ninewa and Kirkuk.  
 

Response:  

 Health cluster partners continued providing health care services to newly arrived IDPs in Debagah (Erbil 
Governorate), with more than 570 medical consultations provided in the last week. 

 The health cluster provided over 16,300 medical consultations of which, 87 per cent were females from IDP 
and host communities suffering various types of morbidities, in Erbil and Shaqlawa districts (Erbil 
Governorate), all districts in Dahuk Governorate, Kirkuk District (Kirkuk Governorate), Tilkaif and Akre 
(Ninewa Governorate) and Sulaymaniyah District (Sulaymaniyah Governorate).  

 220 cases of diabetes and over 300 cases of hypertension were treated, while over 380 subjects received 
psychosocial support /mental health services, and over 2,340 women delivered with the assistance of a 
skilled birth attendant.  

 Close to 800 IDPs attended health education sessions, including topics such as nutrition, the prevention of 
skin diseases, and acute pneumonia amongst children.  
 

Gaps and constraints:  

 Insecurity is hampering access to areas such as Ninewa, Anbar, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, Diyala and others. It is 
challenging to ensure access to health services for all persons in need, particularly in difficult to reach areas. 

 The current shortages (and current gaps) of life-saving medicines, specifically for chronic illnesses, is seen in 
all governorates.   
 

Logistics 

Needs: 

 The Logistics Cluster is addressing the need for regular and updated logistical information on road conditions, 
bottlenecks, etc.  

 The Cluster will be liaising closely with NGOs to increase engagement and enhance information sharing.  
 

Response: 

 Five additional Mobile storage units (MSUs) have arrived to replenish stocks. MSUs are available for loan to 
agencies for temporary emergency storage. Requests to be made via the Cluster.  

 The Logistics Cluster continues to provide temporary storage in Dahuk and Erbil with some limited 
transportation to specific areas also possible in coordination with WFP if required.  Emergency storage space 
is also available in Basrah, Sulaymaniyah and Baghdad. are  

 The Logistics Capacity Assessment (LCA) update for Iraq is in-progress.  

 The Logistics Cluster, as a service provider, provides logistics coordination platforms such as the website and 
meetings, maps, and other information products see:  http://www.logcluster.org/ops/irq14a 

 Monitoring from the Ibrahim Khalil border on transport crossing times, delays, bottlenecks, road conditions 
started this week. Updates will be posted to the website. 

 A GIS officer is in country as of 6 February to complement activities for mapping of updated and regular 
logistical constraints, road conditions and storage capacity. 

 

 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster 
 

Response:  

 An assessment in Baghdad was conducted.  Focus on the connectivity and IT service needs of the newly 
established JCMC.  A VHF base radio was also installed. 

 A radio room capable of 24/7 operations was deployed in Dahuk.   

 An ETC user survey evaluating the services offered by the Iraq ETC was sent to all ETC colleagues on 25 
January with a deadline of 6 February.    

http://www.logcluster.org/ops/irq14a
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Background on the crisis 
Since the fall of Mosul on 9 June 2014, armed groups (AGs), including Ba’athists, tribal militias and members of the former 

regime/military, along with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), have taken control of large swathes of Iraq’s provinces of 

Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Diyala. The cities of Mosul, Tikrit, Telafar, Beiji, Quayyara, Suleiman Bek, Heet, Rashad, Hawiga, Riyadh, 

Falluja and Saqlawiyah, are currently under armed group control. Since January 2014 much of Anbar has been under ISIL control. This 

has led to massive internal displacement. Iraq is now contending with one of the largest internally displaced populations in the world; 

over 2.2 million have been displaced since January last year. 

 

 ETC continues to program VHF radios for the staff of UN agencies and NGOs to a common ETC standard.  
To date, some 258 individual radios have been programmed.  In addition, training of staff in the proper use of 
radios continues.  

 The ETC wireless internet connectivity system (WIDER) has been made available to all humanitarian 
organizations in three key operational areas: Domiz and Arbat camps, as well as a transit camp near Arbat 
(Sulaymaniyah Governorate).  

 

General Coordination 
 

 On 4 February, the OCHA IM team helped to organise, and participated in, the ActivityInfo workshop, bringing 
together close to 100 representatives from UN, NGOs and government to discuss monitoring and reporting 
tools for the implementation of the 3RP and SRP in Iraq. This meeting will be followed up by a series of 
training sessions in Erbil, Baghdad and Dahuk.  

 

 The first General Coordination meeting was held in Baghdad on 5 February. Topics covered included a 
humanitarian update, funding, coordination mechanisms in Baghdad, access, deconfliction. This meeting will 
now be organised on a monthly basis. 

For further information, please contact: 

Abdul Haq Amiri, Head of Office, amiri@un.org, 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 312 9201 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 377 0849 

For more information, please visit https://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info 

 

mailto:amiri@un.org,
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https://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq

